
July 18, 2023 
 
Greetings from Columbia Academy, 
 
We are excited to have your child join us at Columbia Academy for the upcoming 2023-2024 school year! Making 
sure your child is ready for the first day of school is an important step we can take together to help your child get 
off to a great start. With the start of school just a month away, here is some important back to school information 
for you as you begin to think about the upcoming school year.  
 
Columbia Academy Open House: Tuesday, August 29th 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Join us at Open House and meet your child’s advisor and more: 
 
• Collect your child's schedule 
• Locate your child's classrooms and locker 
• Get assistance in completing required school forms 
• Purchase uniforms and CaseIts if you have not done so already. (We recommend you purchase your child’s 

uniform and CaseIt online to avoid waiting in line at Open House. See ordering information below.) 
 
First day of school: Tuesday, September 6th 8:20 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Our first day of school will include orientation for our 6th graders as well as a welcome back for our 7th and 8th 
graders. Our first day is always an important time to build a sense of community where all belong. 
 
Purchase your child’s required School Uniform online now at Rapit Printing.  Click here. 
Columbia Academy is a uniform school. Students are required to be in uniform to attend classes. Uniforms help us 
build a sense of belonging to the same team and show the importance of education in the lives of our students. 
 
• Please be sure your child is ready for school by ordering their uniform shirts online. Navy or khaki-colored 

pants can be purchased at Walmart, Target, or Savers. 
• Uniform orders will be delivered free to school or can be picked up at Rapit Printing.                                                                                                                                             
• All students must have a CA CaseIt before receiving their computer in order to minimize potential damages to 

the computer they are issued. CaseIts include a pencil pouch and the Columbia Academy school planner. 
 
Sign your child up for Fall Athletics and Activities on the District Website.  Click here. 
 
• 6th – 8th Graders: Football, Soccer, and Girls Volleyball 
• 7th – 8th Graders: Girls Tennis, Girls Swimming and Dive, Adapted Soccer 
• 6th – 8th Graders: Robotics 
• Many more opportunities for athletics and activities to come! 

 
Make sure we have your correct contact information on ParentVue.  Click here. 
ParentVue is our database for important information including your correct phone number and email address as 
well as your emergency contact information. Make sure you check to see that our information in ParentVue is 
correct by logging into your ParentVue account and clicking on Online Registration. If you do not, have a ParentVue 
account, please reach out to Sarah Durst at dursts@colheights.k12.mn.us. It is very important that all parents have 
a ParentVue account so we can communicate your child’s grades, assignments, attendance, and other important 
school information with you throughout the school year.                                                                                                                
           
Complete the following important forms. 
 
• We ask that all parents complete the Educational Benefits form on our Food Service website page. While 

school lunch is free for all students, this form provides us with information that is necessary for our school 
district to qualify for federal funding that benefit all students. Filling out this form helps us provide educational 
opportunities to all of our students!  This form must be filled out again each school year. Click here. 

• Parents must complete the Technology Use Agreement Form each year before their child can be issued their 
computer. You will receive an email from the District Center with a link to this form.  

                                                           

https://chpsuniforms.rapit.com/login
https://www.rapit.com/
https://hylanderactivities.com/2023/07/05/register-now-for-fall-athletics/
https://pvue8.region1.k12.mn.us/rt0013/PXP2_Login.aspx
mailto:dursts@colheights.k12.mn.us
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Application


Thank you for being part of our Columbia Academy community! We look forward to meeting you at the CA Open 
House and helping your child get off to a great start. Please be in touch with any questions. 
 
All the best from Columbia Academy, 
 
Duane Berkas 
Principal of Columbia Academy 
763-528-4705 
berkasd@colheights.k12.mn.us 
 

mailto:berkasd@colheights.k12.mn.us

